LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for interchanging documents between a sender 
computer associated with a sending party, a server, and a plurality of receiver computers, each 
associated with a respective receiving party and each including a display mechanism for 
displaying a user interface to a respective receiving party, comprising: 

storing one of the documents in a sender computer storage means; 

uploading the document stored in the sender computer storage means into a server storage 
means as an uploaded document, wherein the uploading of the document from the sender 
computer storage means is carried out via encrypted data transmission; 

selecting one or more of the receiving parties as recipients to which a given document is 
to be sent; 

issuing a respective notification message from the server to the one or more receiver 
computers associated respectively with one or more selected recipients, each notification 
message indicating that the uploaded document is available in the server storage means; 

downloading the uploaded document from the server storage means into a respective one 
of a plurality of receiver computer storage means associated with each of the receiver computers 
upon the issuance by a respective receiver computer of a download command signal to the server, 
wherein the downloading of the document from the server storage means is carried out via 
encrypted data transmission; and 

transmitting a response message from the receiver computer associated with a given one 
of the recipients including at least one of (i) a response to the document downloaded to a 
respective receiver computer storage means; (ii) an edited version of the document downloaded 
to a respective receiver computer storage means; and (iii) a new document from a respective 
receiver computer storage means, wherein the response message is transmitted from a respective 
receiver computer storage means of a respective receiver computer to the sender computer 
storage means of the sender computer via the server storage means of the server, and wherein the 
response message is transmitted via an encrypted data transmission; and 
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cu s tomizing the user interface associat e d with at least one of the rcc o iv e r comput o rs such 
that th e rec e iver computer has a user interface sel e cted from one of a pluralit>^ of po s sible u s er 
int e rfac e s based upon a resp e ctiv e notification messag e r e c e ived by th e rocoiv e r computer 

wherein each notification message is customized based on a respective selected recipient 
and the customization of each notification message includes a mechanism for retrieving a 
customized user interfac e for each selected recipient for downloading the uploaded document . 

2-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of issuing the 
respective notification message further comprises issuing the respective notification message via 
email. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of uploading the 
document stored in the sender computer storage means further comprises uploading the 
document at predetermined time intervals. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the respective notification 
message includes data indicative of new documents uploaded into the server storage means from 
the sender computer storage means since the issuance of a previous respective notification 
message. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of issuing the 
respective notification message further comprises issuing a respective message report to at least 
one of the sending party and a manager of the server, wherein the respective message report 
includes data indicative of whether a document has been downloaded by a given recipient. 

18. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the steps of: a) 
selecting one or more of the receiving parties as recipients; b) uploading the document stored in 
the sender computer storage means into the server storage means; c) issuing a respective 
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notification message from the server to the selected recipients; d) downloading the document 
from the server storage means into the receiver computer storage means associated with 
respective ones of each of the recipients; and e) transmitting a response message from the 
receiver computer storage means associated with a given one of the recipients to the sender 
computer storage means is carried out via a communications network. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 18, wherein the communications network 
is a global communications network. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein at least one of: (a) the 
interchanged documents; and (b) the response transmitted from the receiver computer storage 
means associated with a given one of the recipients to the sender computer storage means is in 
the form of a computer file. 

21. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20, wherein the computer file includes 
one of at least text data, binary data, still image data, moving image data, and audio data. 

22. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the sender computer storage 
means is local relative to the sender computer, the server storage means is local relative to the 
server, and the receiver computer storage means associated with a given one of the recipients is 
local relative to the receiver computer associated with a given one of the recipients. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of uploading the 
document from the sender computer storage means further comprises authenticating an identity 
of the sender computer and an identity of the server. 

24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of downloading the 
document to the receiver computer storage means associated with a given one of the recipients 
further comprises authenticating an identity of the receiver computer associated with a given one 
of the recipients and an identity of the server. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of transmitting a 
response message from the receiver computer associated with a given one of the recipients to the 
sender computer via the server further comprises authenticating an identity of the receiver 
computer associated with a given one of the recipients, an identity of the server, and an identity 
of the sender computer. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of selecting one or 
more of the receiving parties as recipients further comprises associating an email address with 
each of the recipients. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein the step of associating an 
email address with each of the recipients further comprises adding a security designation to each 
email address of each recipient. 

28. (Currently Amended) A system for interchanging documents between a sender 
computer associated with a sending party, a server, and a plurality of receiver computers, each 
associated with a respective receiving party and each including a display mechanism for 
displaying a user interface to a respective receiving party, comprising: 

sender computer storage means for storing one of the documents; 

uploading means for uploading the document stored in the sender computer storage 
means into a server storage means as an uploaded document, wherein the uploading of the 
document from the sender computer storage means is carried out via encrypted data transmission; 

selecting means for selecting one or more of the receiving parties as recipients to which a 
given document is to be sent; 

notification message issuing means for issuing a respective notification message from the 
server to the one or more receiver computers associated respectively with one or more selected 
recipients, each notification message indicating that the uploaded document is available in the 
server storage means; 

downloading means for downloading the uploaded document from the server storage 
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means into a respective one of a plurality of receiver computer storage means associated with 
each of the receiver computers upon the issuance by a respective receiver computer of a 
download command signal to the server, wherein the downloading of the document from the 
server storage means is carried out via encrypted data transmission; and 

transmitting means for transmitting a response message from the receiver computer 
associated with a given one of the recipients including at least one of: (i) a response to the 
document downloaded to a respective receiver computer storage means; (ii) an edited version of 
the document downloaded to a respective receiver computer storage means; and (iii) a new 
document from the receiver computer storage means, wherein the response message is 
transmitted from a respective receiver computer storage means of a respective receiver computer 
to the sender computer storage means of the sender computer via the server storage means of the 
server, and wherein the response message is transmitted via an encrypted data transmission; and 

customization means for cuotomizing the user interface asGociatcd with at l e ast one of the 
r e ceiv e r comput e rs such that th e receiver computer has a user interface solcctcd from one of a 
plurality of possible user interfaces based upon a rospcctivc notification message r o coivod by the 
rec e iv e r comput e r 

wherein each notification mes sage is customized based on a respective selected recip ient 
and the customization of each notification message includes a mechanism for retrieving a 
customized user interface for each selec t ed recipient for downloading the unloaded document . 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the notification message 
issuing means further comprises means for issuing the respective notification message via email. 

31. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the uploading means for 
uploading the document stored in the sender computer storage means further comprises means 
for uploading the document at predetermined time intervals. 

32. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the respective notification 



Y237214101v1 



6 



message includes data indicative of new documents uploaded into the server storage means from 
the sender computer storage means since the issuance of a previous respective notification 
message. 



33. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the notification message 
issuing means further comprises means for issuing a respective message report to at least one of 
the sending party and a manager of the server, wherein the respective message report includes 
data indicative of whether a document has been downloaded by a given recipient. 

34. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein at least one of: (a) the 
interchanged documents; and (b) the response transmitted from the receiver computer storage 
means associated with a given one of the recipients to the sender computer storage means is in 
the form of a computer file. 



35. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 34, wherein the computer file includes 
one of at least text data, binary data, still image data, moving image data, and audio data. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the sender computer storage 
means is local relative to the sender computer, the server storage means is local relative to the 
server, and the receiver computer storage means associated with a given one of the recipients is 
local relative to the receiver computer associated with a given one of the recipients. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the uploading means for 
uploading the document from the sender computer storage means fiirther comprises means for 
authenticating an identity of the sender computer and an identity of the server. 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the downloading means for 
downloading the document to the receiver computer storage means associated with a given one 
of the recipients further comprises means for authenticating an identity of the receiver computer 
associated with a given one of the recipients and an identity of the server. 
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39. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the transmitting means for 
transmitting a response message from the receiver computer associated with a given one of the 
recipients to the sender computer via the server further comprises means for authenticating an 
identity of the receiver computer associated with a given one of the recipients, an identity of the 
server, and an identity of the sender computer. 

40. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the selecting means for 
selecting one or more of the receiving parties as recipients further comprises means for 
associating an email address with each of the recipients. 

41. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40, wherein the means for associating an 
email address with each of the recipients further comprises means for adding a security 
designation to each email address of each recipient. 

42. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the uploading means further 
comprises a sender client software program associated with the sender computer in 
communication with a server software program associated with the server. 

43. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 42, wherein the sender client software 
program comprises a web browser and the server software program comprises a web server 
software program. 

44. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the downloading means and 
the transmitting means further comprise a receiver client software program associated with the 
receiver computer associated with a given one of the recipients in communication with a server 
software program associated with the server. 

45. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 44, wherein the receiver client software 
program comprises a web browser and the server software program comprises a web server 
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46. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 28, wherein the sender computer has 
installed thereon a client groupware software program, wherein the sender computer is connected 
to an intranet, wherein the intranet includes an intranet server, wherein the intranet server has 
installed thereon a server groupware software program for communicating with the client 
groupware software program, and wherein the sender computer communicates with the server via 
the intranet server. 

47. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 46, wherein the client groupware software 
program is a Lotus Notes software program and wherein the server groupware software program 
is a Lotus Domino software program. 

48. (Currently Amended) A system for interchanging documents between a sender 
computer which is associated with a sending party and which includes a sender computer storage 
means, a server which includes a server storage means, and a plurality of receiver computers, 
each of which is associated with a receiving party, each of which includes a receiver computer 
storage means and each of which includes a display mechanism for displaying a user interface to 
a respective receiving party, comprising: 

uploading means for uploading one of the documents stored in the sender computer 
storage means into the server storage means as an uploaded document, wherein the uploading of 
the document from the sender computer storage means is carried out via encrypted data 
transmission; 

selecting means for selecting one or more of the receiving parties as recipients to which a 
given document is to be sent; 

notification message issuing means for issuing a respective notification message from the 
server to one or more receiver computers associated respectively with one or more selected 
recipients, each notification message indicating that the uploaded document is available in the 
server storage means; 

downloading means for downloading the uploaded document from the server storage 



Y237214101v1 



9 



means into a respective one of a plurality of receiver computer storage means associated with 
each of the receiver computers upon the issuance by a respective receiver computer of a 
download command signal to the server, wherein the downloading of the document from the 
server storage means is carried out via encrypted data transmission; and 

transmitting means for transmitting a response message from the receiver computer 
associated with a given one of the recipients including at least one of: (i) a response to the 
document downloaded to a respective receiver computer storage means; (ii) an edited version of 
the document downloaded to a respective receiver computer storage means; and (iii) a new 
document from a respective receiver computer storage means, wherein the response message is 
transmitted from a respective receiver computer storage means of a respective receiver computer 
to the sender computer storage means of the sender computer via the server storage means of the 
server, and wherein the response message is transmitted via an encrypted data transmission; and 

customization mcano for customizing the user intorfac o aosociated with at least one of the 
recoivor computers ouch that the roccivGr computer has a user intcrfaco soloctcd from ono of a 
plurality of possibl e user intorfacos based upon a respective notification mosoagc roc o ivod by the 
r e c e iv e r computer 

wherein each notification me ssage is customized based on a respective selected recip ient 
and the customization of each notificati o n message includes a mechanism for retrieving a 
customized user interface for each selecte d recipient for downloading the uploaded document . 

49. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the mechanism for retrieving from the server a 
customized user interface comprises an HTML email. 

50. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the mechanism for retrieving from the server a 
customized user interface comprises a web browser link including a location of the uploaded 
document and instructions for generating the customized user interface for each selected 
recipient. 

51. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the customized user interface for each selected 
recipient makes it appear that each selected recipient is connected to an internal client server 
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distinct from the server from which the notification message was issued. 



52. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the customized user interface for a first one of 
the selected recipients makes it appear that the first one of the selected recipients is connected to 
a first company server associated with a first company, wherein the customized user interface for 
a second one of the selected recipients makes it appear that the second one of the selected 
recipients is connected to a second company server associated with a second company, and 
wherein the first company and the second company are distinct from one another. 

53. (New) The system of claim 28, wherein the mechanism for retrieving from the server 
a customized user interface comprises an HTML email. 

54. (New) The system of claim 28, wherein the mechanism for retrieving from the server 
a customized user interface comprises a web browser link including a locafion of the uploaded 
document and instructions for generating the customized user interface for each selected 
recipient. 

55. (New) The system of claim 28, wherein the customized user interface for each 
selected recipient makes it appear that each selected recipient is connected to an internal client 
server distinct from the server from which the nofificafion message was issued. 

56. (New) The system of claim 28, wherein the customized user interface for a first one of 
the selected recipients makes it appear that the first one of the selected recipients is connected to 

a first company server associated with a first company, wherein the customized user interface for 
a second one of the selected recipients makes it appear that the second one of the selected 
recipients is connected to a second company server associated with a second company, and 
wherein the first company and the second company are distinct from one another. 

57. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein the mechanism for retrieving from the server 
a customized user interface comprises an HTML email. 
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58. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein the mechanism for retrieving from the server 
a customized user interface comprises a web browser link including a location of the uploaded 
document and instructions for generating the customized user interface for each selected 
recipient. 

59. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein the customized user interface for each 
selected recipient makes it appear that each selected recipient is connected to an internal client 
server distinct from the server from which the notification message was issued. 

60. (New) The system of claim 48, wherein the customized user interface for a first one of 
the selected recipients makes it appear that the first one of the selected recipients is connected to 

a first company server associated with a first company, wherein the customized user interface for 
a second one of the selected recipients makes it appear that the second one of the selected 
recipients is connected to a second company server associated with a second company, and 
wherein the first company and the second company are distinct from one another. 
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